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What a pleasure to greet you 
through our newsletter, ed-
ited by our Western Regional 
Representative, Jodi Chilson!  
While many of us encounter 
from acquaintances the as-
sumption that as members 
of academia we “take the 
summer off,” this newsletter 
reflects the incredible pro-

ductivity in research, teaching, service and activism our 
organization and its members engage in year round.  I 
hope this newsletter evokes happy memories of previous 
ACIS events, and inspires you to take advantage of the 
many opportunities to engage in Irish Studies through 
our organization.  The regional meetings are coming up 
fast, with excellent sites and events on the docket.  Also, 
mark your calendars for the 2014 (inter)national ACIS 
meeting hosted by University College Dublin June 11-
14, 2014.  This year it will be held in conjunction with 
the Canadian Association for Irish Studies, and will in-
clude many special events, such as tours of well-known 
and lesser-known archives throughout Dublin. Thanks 
to Mary Daly and the other UCD organizers for hosting 
what will certainly be a lively event. Attending and pre-
senting your work at these meetings is an important way 

to engage with your colleagues and the discipline, but 
the executive committee is always eager for ACIS mem-
bers to become more involved in the organization.  If 
you haven’t already, I hope you will consider volunteer-
ing to create or chair panels at our regional or national 
meetings, or to serve on one of our ad hoc commit-
tees. Please contact me or another executive commit-
tee member about any ideas you have for ACIS or to 
learn about additional opportunities to be involved.  
Names and e-mail addresses of your executive commit-
tee members can be found in this newsletter and on our 
web page.

Finally, I must recognize and reflect on, as I am sure 
we all have in the last few weeks, the passing of Seamus 
Heaney.  One of the greatest poets of his generation, 
Heaney’s work and life inspired many writers, scholars, 
and activists inside and outside of Northern Ireland 
and Eire.  My own exchanges with Heaney were brief—
I only shook his hand twice—but with his death, many 
ACIS members have lost not just an artist or colleague 
they admire, but also a friend.  Heaney’s kindness, pa-
tience and genuine interest in others were apparent and 
widely admired, as well as his genius as an artist and 
thinker. May his life and his work continue to inspire 
us all. 

Seamus Justin Heaney
1939 ~ 2013

Welcome from New ACIS President Mary Trotter



Letter from Past President Sean Farrell

Greetings from Sycamore! I hope this note finds you 
well and in good spirits as the summer begins to fade. 
Newsletter Editor Jodi Chilson kindly asked me to jot 
down some thoughts before I fade into irrelevant dot-
age. Never one to shy away from a chance to promote 
myself, I’ve agreed. Read on at your peril, dear reader.

A little more than two years ago, I wrote that the 
American Conference for Irish Studies was in good 
shape. Today, I am delighted to report, that despite my 
best efforts, ACIS is, if anything, in better shape. De-
spite ongoing economic problems, our membership 
numbers remain strong, both the stability and depth 
of our financial resources are better than ever (thanks 
to the quality of the organization and the hard work 
of Treasurer Nick Wolf) and the quality of Irish Stud-
ies scholarship presented at our regional and national 
conferences is high. We have had large and successful 
national conferences in New Orleans and Chicago the 
last two years and with exciting conference locations 
like Dublin and Miami the next two years, I see noth-
ing but substantive and positive growth on the hori-
zon. I am a little more concerned about the regional 
level, where despite the hard work of dedicated ACIS 
members, the economic downturn and the defund-
ing of higher education in the United States has had a 
real impact. This is a critical issue, for regional confer-
ences are essential to the mission of the organization, 
providing a more intimate and supportive experience 
for earlier stage (MA) graduate students and helping 
programs around the country cultivate publicity and 
resources for Irish Studies. I am not saying this is a 
crisis situation, by any means, but it is one that war-
rants our attention.

One of the most enjoyable aspects of the last two 
years has been getting to know just how many re-
markably talented people are involved in ACIS. I do 
not want to romanticize this, for there have been very 
difficult issues and I certainly would not recommend 
co-hosting a conference while being president of an 
organization. That said, I really enjoyed my term as 
President and that was largely due to you. I am par-
ticularly proud that we were able to create the Krause 
and Larkin Fellowships, new awards that support ad-

vanced graduate student research in Irish Studies. 

In closing, I would like to offer particular thanks to 
Jim Rogers and Mary Trotter for their advice and sup-
port over the last two years. I think it is safe to say 
that I am not a particularly patient man, and Jim and 
Mary have been instrumental in managing my hyper-
caffeinated and often blunt outbursts. As anyone who 
knows Mary is well aware, the organization has a great 
new president, and I’m equally happy to see a talented 
and dynamic new executive on board. I am honored 
to be associated with this organization and look for-
ward to seeing many of you at upcoming conferences. 
Enjoy the rest of your summer—take care and all best.

      ~ S.F.

Larkin Research Fellowship in Irish Studies

A pioneering historian, inspiring teacher and one of 
the founders of the American Conference for Irish 
Studies, Professor Emmet Larkin (1927-2012) was 
truly one of the twentieth century’s giants of Irish 
historical studies. To honor his memory, ACIS and 
Dr. Larkin’s friends and family have created the Em-
met Larkin Fellowship, an annual research award of 
$700 to be given to a Ph.D. student conducting work 
in history or the social sciences on an Irish topic (di-
aspora included) at a North American institution.  
 
Krause Research Fellowship in Irish Studies

A poet and scholar most known for his extensive 
work on the life and letters of Irish playwright Sean 
O’Casey, Professor David Krause (1917-2011) men-
tored many students as a professor of English at 
Brown University for more than three decades. In 
recognition of his renowned record of scholarship 
and long service to Irish Studies, Dr. Krause’s friends 
and family have taken the lead in establishing an an-
nual fellowship of $700 to be awarded to a Ph.D. stu-
dent working on topic in Irish Literature (diaspora 
included) at a North American institution.

See ACIS Fellowships for more information.



ACIS 2013 Chicago ~ A Reflection
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n The James S. Donnelly, Sr. Prize  

for Books on History and Social Sciences

Transforming 1916:  Meaning, Memory and the Fiftieth 
Anniversary of the Easter Rising

By Roisin Higgins (Cork University Press) 

The Michael J. Durkan Prize  
for Books on Language and Culture  

On an Irish Island

By Robert Kanigel (Knopf) 

The Donald Murphy Prize  
for Distinguished First Book

A Cultural History of the Irish Novel, 1790-1829

By Claire Connolly (Cambridge University Press)

The Robert Rhodes Prize  
for Books on Literature  

Stewart Parker: A Life

By Marilynn J. Richtarik (Oxford University Press)

The Adele Dalsimer Prize 
for Distinguished Dissertation 

“The Irish in Post-War England: Experience, Memory 
and Belonging in Personal Narratives of Migration 
1945-69”  

By Bryan Hazley (University of Manchester)

Honorable Mention: “From Gaeltacht to Grub Street:  
The Eighteenth-Century Public Sphere in a four-Nations 
Context” 

By James Hamrick (University of Notre Dame)

Duais Leabhar Taighde na Bliana Fhoras na 
Gaeilge/ACIS Award for Books in the Irish 
Language

[no submissions received]

ACIS Book and Dissertation Prize 
Winners for Works Published in 2012

Hosted by DePaul University and Northern Illinois Uni-
versity at the Marriott Hotel on Chicago’s Magnificent 
Mile, the 2013 national meeting was a resounding suc-
cess, attracting 403 participants from across the United 
States, Canada, the Republic of Ireland, the United King-
dom, France, Spain, the Netherlands, and Turkey. 

The conference opened with a reception that was gener-
ously sponsored by Education in Ireland, featuring mu-
sical entertainment by Seán Cleland of the Irish Music 
School of Chicago. Aidan Cronin, the Republic of Ire-
land’s Consul General in Chicago, attended and spoke 
at the event, as did the Rev. Dennis Holtschneider, CM, 
President of DePaul University and Michelle Dervan of 
Education in Ireland. 

Three excellent keynote addresses were featured: Chris-
tine Cusick, on the promise of ecocriticism; James H. 
Murphy, on the forgotten novels of nineteenth-century 
Irish literature; and Ciaran O’Neill, on social class and 
the history of Irish education. Other highlights included 
readings by award-winning writers Jamie O’Connell and 
Glenn Patterson, a screening of a new documentary film 
on Mairéad Farrell, and a lively roundtable discussion of 
the life and career of noted historian and founding mem-
ber Emmet Larkin. 

The future of Irish Studies is rich indeed, something un-
derlined at the ACIS Book Prize Awards ceremony, and 
the innagural presentation of the Emmet Larkin and Da-
vid Krause fellowships during the AGM luncheon. 

I’d like to thank my fellow conference organizers; James 
Fairhall, Mary Donoghue McCain and James H Murphy, 
who provided essential help in putting together this mas-
sive endeavor. Finally, ACIS Chicago 2013 would not 
have happened without our fabulous logistics coordina-
tor, Julie Konczyk, and her staff. Thank you all for a won-
derful experience and I look forward to seeing everyone 
in Dublin in June 2014 if not before.



ACIS 2014 Dublin ~ A Celebration!
University College Dublin 11-14 June 2014

The American Conference for Irish Studies and the Canadian Association for Irish 
Studies/L’Association Canadienne d’Études Irlandaises partner in this trans-Atlan-
tic “Gathering” to celebrate and embrace our Irish studies counterparts from North 
America, Ireland, Britain, Europe, and beyond.

Reflecting this trans-Atlantic sweep, the conference theme is “Latitudes: Irish Stud-
ies in an international context. Banbha i gcéin.”

 The 2014 joint ACIS-CAIS/ACEI conference at UCD is an opportunity for scholars 
from both sides of the Atlantic with a common interest in Ireland’s history, heritage, 
culture and society to meet and establish new intellectual networks.  The conference 
theme invites papers that set out to examine where Ireland fits into wider cultural, 
socio-economic and historical patterns.  

Is Ireland unique—and if so, in what way?  Can Ireland be seen as pioneering cul-
tural/historical trends, or as a laggard? 

Some contributions may be explicitly comparative, but others may simply suggest 
similarities with or differences from other literary or historical movements.

We welcome papers on all aspects of Irish studies – 
history, social sciences, literature, language, culture, 
and the creative and performing arts.  Individual pa-
pers and panel submissions are welcome. No contrib-
utor should take part in more than two panels.  Fáilte 
roimh pháipéir in nGaeilge. We also wish to encour-
age presentations in non-traditional formats—post-
ers, exhibits and performances. 

Proposals for individual papers should be 250-300 
words in length plus a brief 50 word bio.

Panel proposals should give a single statement—500 
words maximum—setting out the rationale for this 
panel, and identifying the contributions of each 
speaker, with a brief 50 word bio for each.

The deadline for submissions is Monday, 11 No-
vember.  Please email proposals and any queries to  
acis.cais@ucd.ie

UCD—Ireland’s largest university—is hosting the 
conference on its expansive campus in the inner-
suburbs of Dublin.  We promise a lively programme 
of papers, receptions, readings, film screenings, and 
small-group workshops in Dublin’s libraries and ar-
chives which will showcase new print, manuscript 
and audio-visual collections.  There will be poetry 
readings and receptions, off and on-campus, an op-
portunity to enjoy Dublin in the summer, to make 
new friends and re-connect with familiar faces.

Call for Papers, Panels, Performances, 
Posters, Exhibits, Etc.

The ACIS-CAIS/ACEI 2014 Conference Committee:   
Mary E. Daly, Marc Caball,  

Máire NÍ Annracháin, and Anthony Roche.




